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Wyoming Mad 
Roy Schwenke 
After a boring spring quarter 
cooped up in classes, last summer I 
was especially anxious to get outside 
and start to work for a change. Not 
only was I anxious to work outside, 
but I was also going to get a chance to 
work in an ideal habitat in north 
central Wyoming. Not only that, but 
we got to stay at the Ranger Station in 
a cabin, which had one of the best 
views around right outside the door. 
The Ranger Station was on the 
Tensleep Ranger District, which is 
part of Bighorn National Forest, and 
is about 20 miles east of Tensleep, 
Wyoming (population a little over 
200) the nearest town. The next 
nearest town was Worland, which 
was 50 miles away but a little bigger 
(6000-8000), where we did our 
shopping. Fortunately there was a 
summer lodge nearby with a pool 
table, pop machines, bar, etc. and 
whose people were very friendly. 
Arriving the 5th of June in the 
Bighorn Mountains, the first thing I 
saw was a Jot of snow. Many of the 
roads as low as 8700 feet in elevation 
were still impassable and above 9500 
feet the ground was completely 
covered. With this picture greeting 
my eyes I began to question my sanity 
in leaving Iowa which was having 
spring for this winter wonderland, 
but I had committed myself. Later I 
had no regrets. 
My summer job concerned working 
with recreation. I was in charge of 
nine campgrounds, three picnic 
grounds, and numerous roadside 
turnoffs and memorials. My principle 
duties consisted of collecting and 
sending in campground fees, law 
enforcement activities, water sam-
pling, maintenance and repair of 
facilities, signing and arranging of 
bulletin boards, taking campground 
surveys, and contract (garbage) 
inspection. Also as we had several 
small fires on the district I was sent 
on one, and a couple of other times I 
dispatched fires (relieved the lookout 
one whole day during a fire). 
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Some highlights were snow in the 
middle of July, a week in Casper for 
Law Enforcement training, ac-
cidentally running into some friends 
from home, and a trip to Yellowstone 
and Grand Teton National Parks. 
Hi, Roy! 
The thing that really impressed me 
with the Forest Service this last 
summer was the high degree of 
competence (generally) of the per-
manent personnel (District Ranger 
was an ISU graduate), in comparison 
with the personnel of the Forest 
Service where I worked the year 
before. 
In all I feel that this has been a very 
rewarding experience for me and I 
would highly recommend this area 
and district, and this type of summer 
job, if one is interested in obtaining a 
summer job that carries a Jot of 
responsibility, is very challenging, 
rewarding and exciting. 
SUNLIGHT ... SOIL ... 
WATER ... AIR ... 
Essential for TREE Growth 
and Development. 
EQUIPMENT ... EXPERIENCE .. . 
KNOWLEDGE ... MOT/VA TION .. . 
Essential to the development 
of a PROFESSIONAL FORESTER. 
We supply the EQUIPMENT. 
You have and will get 
the OTHER. 
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